
Good Evening Beehive Community and welcome back to the Octagon! 

  

My husband Marcus and I have a running joke about the speech that I give at this event. He 

always tells me I should open with 'I believe the children are our future, teach them well, and let 

them lead the way,’ I wondered if anyone would get the reference, but given the recent 

notoriety of Rick Astley, I figure it’s time for a bit of Whitney Houston too.  However, on behalf of 

my own children in the audience, I promise not to break into song!  

  

Tonight we have a musical theme to our acts. Music and performance have a very special 

flavour at Beehive. The culture we create for our children starts at 3, when they practice showing 

items at corroboree comes to full fruition by the time they reach the tail end of their schooling 

here. I was at the Band performance at Clancy's a few weeks ago and it really highlighted for 

me some of the skills that set our children apart. There we were with younger siblings and band 

members waiting to play seated down the front by the stage, like it was corroboree or one of 

our play performances and then Robyn had 5 people call in sick at the last minute. This should 

have been a disaster, but it wasn’t!  People stepped up to fill in - drummers swapped out, 

guitarists moved in, Brendan even got a gig, much to his delight. The culture of collaboration, 

the lack of fear of failure and the ability to help out and stand up when needed was a pleasure 

to witness. Did some people feel uncomfortable because they hadn’t practiced the parts they 

were filling in for? Undoubtedly. Did they feel nervous because their voice might break mid 

song? Of course! Did it stop them? Not for a minute!  

 

And then we saw the Alumni bands! For those who are not aware, we have two bands of high 

school students who have been through Beehive who still get together once a week to hang 

out back in our school hall and jam.  

  

I had the chance to chat with these young adults and their parents and I realised that our 

community really does extend beyond the students who are currently enrolled. Those of you 

who are leaving at the end of this year and feeling emotional, don’t worry, you never truly leave 

the Beehive! 

 

I spoke to many other people too that afternoon – the bar tender who reckoned our bands were 

better than some of the paid gigs they get, the parents there with kids from the wider 

community who came to watch, who knew our Beehive kids when they left, and were blown 

away by the calibre of the performances. I spoke to one current parent about the event, and she 



said 'it felt like a big hug', and I love this description because the sense of community really was 

heart-warming.  It made me quite emotional. Imagine that! 

 

The most important role for me tonight is to thank everyone that makes up this wonderful 

community we call Beehive for all your contributions this year. 

  

Thank you to the Board members who have worked hard this year in planning strategically, and 

ensuring we get underway in our building program. You ensure the children are our future.  

  

Thank you teachers and assistants for your unflagging dedication to our children, and 

Montessori education, for weathering the online world with a Montessori context in the first 

term and managing to do so with grace and calm. Thank you for teaching them well and letting 

them lead the way. 

  

Thank you families, for all your support , energy and time. For being the greatest advocates 

your children have – and for sending them to a Montessori school. Thank you for showing them 

all the beauty they possess inside. 

 

Thank you admin and support staff - you are the unsung heroes who keep us going. I don’t have 

any sage words from Whitney for you, but please know that you are appreciated in all that you 

do! 

 

Our whole school song tonight comes from Maria Montessori the musical - Yes there is a lesser-

known musical on Dr Montessori herself! Who knew? I won't provide any more spoilers for the 

evening but please join me in welcoming our Adolescent Program hosts to lead you through 

the evening. Enjoy the show! 

 

 

 

 

  


